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Reflections  

Intro to Peacemaking 
 
14

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect har-
mony.  

15
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 

one body. And be thankful.  
16

Let the word of Christ  dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
to God.  

17
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
Colossians 3:14-17 

 
What does it mean to be a peacemaker? We always thinking of the circumstances and challenges of 
mediating between people who are not getting along with one another. But how do we develop the heart 
and attitude of a peacemaker? Worse yet, how do we become that type of person who actually assists 
people to grow and rise above their conflicts, rather than finding ourselves pulled into the issues? 
 
This is the aim of the series which we will be presenting this fall, beginning on September 11, 2016 ï the 
15

th
 anniversary of the attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The animosity and hurt of 

that experience has had a number of negative outcomes in conflicts throughout the world and feeling 
less safe here in the United States. People are hungering for peace that will last. 
 
Our focus will be on the traits and character that Christians need to develop in order to be people of 
peace. It doesnôt help for us to take one side over the other in a dispute ï that only enlarges the number 
of people involved in the conflict. It doesnôt help for us to be reactive, hostile, or violent in the midst of 
the conflict ï that just escalates the issues. And it doesnôt help for us to placate, to accommodate or to 
enable those who are part of a conflict, because that just invites those who are most hostile to continue 
to be hostile.  
 
As Peacemakers we have to develop wisdom, compassion, gentleness, and strength. We have to be 
loving in developing relationships but at the same time wise in recognizing the ways in which people are 
continuing to be hurtful or damaging. 
 
Through our study, we will look at what scripture teaches us about how people use their unique gifts to 
be people of peace in various situations. We will look at what spiritual strengths need to be developed in 
order to overcome the struggles and attacks that we face, while being focused on the purpose God has 
given each of us to serve. We will work on becoming the type of people who are able to endure, and 
seek to create peace. 
 
We are looking forward to continue to be Christians: growing humbly in faith, reaching out in love. We 
are called to be among those who create peace, and we will be faithful to our call together. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Jack 
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Coming Up in Worship - August  

8/7/2016  The Food On the Trip  Communion  

Sermon: "Bread for the Journey"  

Theme: In the sacrament of the Lord's Supper our pilgrimage is nourished by Christ's presence 

as we gather with those who are faithful and willing to live by the guidance of Christ's 

love.  

Purpose: The congregation will examine their relationships with God and with one another in re-

ceiving the sacrament of the Lord's Supper.  

Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 Paul condemns the practices of hypocrisy and division at the 

 sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

 Luke 24:13-35 Jesus is made known to the disciples in the breaking of the 

 bread. 

 

Questions: 

What role does worship and the sacrament of communion play in our spiritual growth? Can a Christian 

grow to be healthy and mature if they are not participating in worship with a community of believers nor 

taking part in the nourishment of the soul in communion?  What leads to hypocrisy and divisiveness in 

the sacraments of communion? What can we do to learn peace, reconciliation, and healing through our 

pilgrimage of worship and fellowship together? What do we need to do in order to be healthy Christians 

who live and abide in Godôs love? 

 

8/14/2016  Strangers in a Strange Land   

Sermon: "Not from Around Here"  

Theme: As Christians we live by values that do not blend with the culture and often cause us to 

feel alienated and alone, but that is how we testify to Christ's love and justice.  

Purpose: The congregation will seek to be peaceable and compassionate rather than angrily seek 

to get their way.  

Scriptures: 1 Peter 2:11-25    You should live as aliens, living peaceably and enduring  

    hardship 

 Luke 4:14-30      Jesus was not accepted when he returned to Nazareth. 

 

Questions: 

Do we consider ourselves as ñstrangersò and ñaliensò or do we think of ourselves as people with rights 

and entitlements? Do we treat the people around us as fellow travelers? Or do we think of ourselves as 

belonging and others as not belonging? What is the cost to our relationship with God when our identity 

takes on the values of the world around us? Do we like the values of the culture around us at this time? 

Do we want to be shaped by our knowledge of God or will we allow the attitudes and beliefs that sur-

round us to form our faith? 

 

8/21/2016  Finding Our Way Home   

Sermon: "Who Should Do We Want to Be When We Come Home Again?"  

Theme: The purpose of spiritual growth is to become someone who lives in the fullness of the 

grace and love of Christ, and enjoys the gifts of that maturity and love.  

Purpose: The congregation will recognize that mature Christianity is shown in our relationships 

and joyful living in fellowship with one another.  

Scriptures: Psalm 137:1-4  The lament of the people when they were in captivity   

   in Babylon. 

 Colossians 3:5-17   Put to death what is destructive within you and clothe yourself 

   with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 

Questions: 

What makes us feel ñat home?ò What enables us to feel that we belong? In what ways do we want our 

home to be shaped by the presence and love of Christ? In what ways do we want our relationships to be 

clothed in kindness, compassion, and patience? In what ways are we prepared to allow our pilgrimage 

to strip us of the unforgiveness, hostility, and fear that separate us from God? In what ways do we truly 

want to come home as different people than how we left? What are the ways in which we need to grow 

in relationship with one another so that we may be whole? 

 

08/28/2016 ï Pastor Jack on Vacation 
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9/4/2016   Communion    Labor Day Weekend  

Sermon: "Whoôs in Charge Here?"  

Theme: We submit our labor and commitment to God because we recognize that obedience 

leads to wholeness, healing, and grace for all.  

Purpose: The congregation will turn from being reactive to the news and violence in the world 

around them to be focused on developing our own obedience and faithfulness to God.

  

Scriptures: Jeremiah 18:1-11 God speaks to Jeremiah as a potter, who has the ability to remake 

 the people as a potter can remake the clay on a wheel. 

 Luke 14:25-33 Jesus calls the crowd to be mindful of what is going to be expected 

 of them as they follow Christ. 

 

Questions: 

Do we really want God to be in control over our lives? What is the benefit of practicing obedience to 

God? Or is obedience somehow giving up our right to be ourselves? In what ways does God want us to 

submit our labor and our possessions to His direction? Why are we so uncomfortable with Godôs control 

over our stuff? What is the wisdom in placing our lives and our fellowship in Godôs hands? What is the 

danger of being arrogant and willful as individuals and as a nation?  How does our faithfulness with God 

influence our shopping? In what ways is God involved in the choices we make about how we use our 

money? 

 

09/11/2016 

Sermon: ñThe Forgiven Fellowship of the Foundò 

Theme: We always remember that we have been redeemed by God as those who were lost, 

and out of that gratitude and experience of forgiveness proclaim a joyful message of 

healing to the world. 

Purpose: The congregation will appreciate Godôs forgiveness and will act with patience towards 

those in the world that are  in need of that forgiveness. 

Scriptures: 1 Timothy 1:12-17  Paul relates that God mercifully forgave Paul so that he might be 

 one who could glorify God through patiently sharing love and 

 peace. 

 Luke 15:1-10   Jesus tells the parable of the lost sheep, lost coins. 

 

Questions: 

Do we think of ourselves as forgiven sinners or as righteous judges? Are we more focused on what oth-

ers do wrong or are we living out our gratitude for what God has forgiven in us? What is the result of be-

ing judgmental and self-righteous? What is the power of living joyfully out of grace, mercy, and forgive-

ness? How are we called to be peacemakers through the gift of grace? In what ways does this type of 

peacemaking create healthy, joyful, fellowship? How do we begin to let go of our judgment and self-

righteousness so that we can live in the abundance of grace and peace? 

Coming Up in Worship - September  
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"All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation."  

2 Corinthians 5:18  

LMPC Structured Dialogue Sessions  

 

The Structured Dialogue Sessions will be held August 11 ï 13. We encourage 

you to participate in these sessions. They are only 90 minutes in length, and 

like the workshops, will provide another opportunity to learn.  

 

Even if you couldnôt participate in the workshops, you can take part in, and are encouraged to, attend the 

Dialogue Sessions. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. If you have any questions, please contact the Lo-

gistics Team or call the church office (920.922.0425). Wonôt you join us on this journey? 
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Where: Grace Christian Church 

 1596 4
th
 Street 

 Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

 920.923.5292 

When:  Thursday, August 11  

Open:  Doors open at 4:30pm 

Distribution:  5:30pm  

Donation:  $20.00 (Cash Only) 
  

If you have any questions please call 

Grace Christian Church at:  

920.923.5292  

(ask for Rachel or Brittany).   

 

www.gracechristianchurch.org 

Talkback - After Worship  

  

Talkback is a time of discussion 

about the scripture passages and 

theme from our worship service. 

 

Discussion facilitators create an at-

mosphere where participants can 

explore their thoughts and feelings 

about the issues and topics pre-

sented by the scriptures heard dur-

ing worship.  

 

Talkback is open to anyone who 

wants to enjoy an open and caring 

environment to explore their faith. 

 

Pastoral Visits and  

Deaconôs Support 

Even though the hospital and  

nursing homes may ask if you wish 

to have your church contacted, we 

do not receive any information  

regarding hospitalizations, nursing 

home transfers, or other needs 

unless they are passed along to 

the church office.  

 

If a call from the pastor is desired 

or if you know of someone who 

needs attention from the deacons 

of the church, please contact the 

office 920.922.0425. In case of 

emergency, Pastor Jack may be 

reached directly at 920.251.3621. 

Information @ Church  

August 17 - Women In Faith  

 

A friend is someone who reaches for 

your hand, but touches your heart. 

 

Join us for fun and fellowship on 

Wednesday, August 17
th
 from 6-

8pm.  

 

Jolene Schry will be making Sweet 

Potato Burritos for the main dish. If 

you can bring a dish to pass, that 

would be great, if not, just bring your-

self and join the fun.   

 

Following supper we will have a fun 

time of fellowship and crafts. Our 

craft, for the evening, will be making 

greeting cards for the Deacons.  

 

Bring a friend. We hope to see you 

there! Please contact Jennifer 

922.0425 if you have any             

questions.   

Kitchen Safety Policy  

 

In the kitchen, you will see a holder 

located on the wall near the coffee 

urns. In the holder there are copies 

of our new Kitchen Safety Policy. It 

describes the guidelines to follow in 

preparing, serving and storing food 

safely. It also has kitchen sanitation 

and safety procedures. Those who 

prepare food in our church kitchen 

are expected to follow these guide-

lines.  

 

Please take a copy of the policy. If 

you have any questions, please con-

tact Dave Weber at 920.921.3110 or 

920.602.7361. You may also find a 

copy of the policy on our website:   

         www.fdlpresbyterian.org. 

Cribbage - August 19  
 
The August cribbage meeting will be 
at church on Friday, August 19. We 
will begin at 7:00 PM. 
 
Mary and Bob Binning will be host-
ing. Wonô t you join us for some fun? 

Image from iheartorganizing.com 

http://www.fdlpresbyterian.org/2016/07/27/kitchen-safety/
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Noon Hour Organ Recitals -  
Thursdays 12:15-12:45pm 
 

August 11   

Ken Hill  

Hope Lutheran Church 

260 Vincent St. 

 

August 18   

Dale Kastberg  

St.Paulôs Cathedral (Episcopal)  

51 W. Division St. 

 

August 25   

Organ Building Show and Tell     

Arpad Muranyi  

The former St. Patrickôs  Church 

39 E. Follett St. 

Ushers - Summer Schedule 
 
Our summer worship schedule is in 
full swing. At this time, we are in 
need of a few more ushers to take us 
through the summer months. The 
complete list is on the kiosk. 
 
Please check your schedules to see 
where you may be able to fill the 
open positions. Three ushers are 
needed for Labor Day weekend. 
 
Thank you for your continued      
support.  

Ushers' Motto  
 

"Whatever your task, put yourselves 
into it, as done for the Lord and not 
for your masters, since you know 
that from the Lord you will receive 
the inheritance as your reward; you 
serve the Lord Christ"  
 
Colossians 3: 23-24. 
 
Ministry International Journal for Pastors 

 

Fond du Lac Area Organists -  

Thursday Concerts   

 

The planning is complete and prac-

ticing has begun for our 8th Summer 

Recital Series. For a complete listing 

of recitals please check out the fol-

lowing website: 

 https://goo.gl/U2XX9o 

 

Concerts begin at 12:15pm and are 

about one-half hour. A free-will offer-

ing will be taken to ensure the con-

tinuation of summer organ recitals. 

The offering also helps to develop 

programming, and, events and 

scholarships that encourage young 

people to become part of a new gen-

eration of organists.  

 

If you are a student who might be 

interested in applying for a scholar-

ship, if you know of someone who 

you think might be a scholarship 

candidate, or if you would like more 

information about the scholarship 

process, please contact Ken Hill at 

902.539.3977, or email him at:  

khill@lifeathope.org. 

Back to School Fond du Lac 2016  

 

Back to School Fond du Lac is a 

community wide collaboration of 

agencies, businesses, schools, 

churches and people, like you, who 

come together to support this won-

derful mission project.  

 

We need your help collecting money 

and school supplies to help families 

provide their children with school 

supplies for the new school year. 

This year, we will help about 1300 

Fond du Lac County students with 

school supplies worth over $80,000. 

 

There is a supply collection box in 

the church narthex, by the Welcome 

Center. You can donate supplies 

through August 17
th
. (Please check 

the suggested supply list on the 

box.) You can also make monetary 

donations. Checks should be made 

payable to First Presbyterian 

Church/Back to School. You can 

also go their new website 

(backtoschoolfdl.org) to donate and 

get additional information.  

 

If you would like to volunteer to help 

organize the supplies or help with 

distribution, you can sign up on 

Facebook. Thank you for your sup-

port.  

 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Mike Petersen or Shin Ae 

Zeigler  

Information @ Church  

June 2016 - Session Meeting Re-

view   

 

¶ Audit - to be done on the church 

books and the Endowment Fund 

 

¶ Updated - Safety Procedures for 

the kitchen, playground, church 

sidewalk and parking lot 

 

¶ Voted - to accept Mary and Mike 

Bugni, and Debra Harrison into 

church membership  

 

¶ Review -  Reviewed Endowment 

policy and decided to seek more 

information. 

The August cribbage meeting will be at church on 
Friday, August 19, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 

 

Mary & Bob Binning will be hosting 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col.%203.%2023
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%203.24
https://goo.gl/U2XX9o
mailto:khill@lifeathope.org
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In August  

 

Elder of the Month  

Krista Tahlman 

 

Deacon of the Month   

Tina Sommerfeldt 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts  

Creative Arts / AV 

Information @ Church  

First Presbyterian Focus  

 

Please send submissions for the 

Newsletter to: 

 

fdloffice@fdlpresbyterian.org.  

 

Deadlines:  

August  10 for August  21 

August 24 for September 4 

September 7 for September 18 

September 21 for  October 2 

Ushers  

 

August 7  Nancy Hilbert 

 Burt Mayborne 

 Mary Robotka 

 Sheryl Brown 

 

August 14   Bob & Barb Baumhardt 

 Sheryl Brown 

 Mary Robotka 

 

August 21  Lew & Carol Smith 
 Michael Frize 

 

August 28   Wendy Wilcox 
 Lynn & Judy Mellenthien 

 Laurie Leestma 

 

Cares and Joys  

 
Buzzy (Marion) Seibel, June Benson, 
Liam Anderson, Randy Bacon, Silas 
Willey, The family of Vir-
ginia Erdman, Sandy Johnson, 
Chastity Geisthardt, George Weigel, 
Pam Coburn, Jesse Fisher, Jim 
Dvorak, Brooklyn Kingsland 
(granddaughter of Winifred Carmani-
dis, great-granddaughter of Marie 
Laiten), Dorothy Grunde (Marie 
Laitenôs sister), Gib Dilling, prayers 
for peace and tolerance in our com-
munity, the nation and the world. For 
the people suffering violence in 
Juba, South Sudan. 
  

Rejoice: The gift of growing together  

              in the body of Christ. 

  

Prayer Partners  

 

The prayer chain is ready to offer 

intercessory prayer to God for your  

concerns. Prayer request cards are 

in the pew racks and in the Prayer 

Box on the small table in the Nar-

thex.  Put your request in either the 

offering plate or the Prayer Box and 

we will partner with you in prayer.  

 

Names will stay on the prayer list for 

6 weeks unless otherwise  

specified. Please call the office 

at (920) 922-0425 if you would like to 

have your name added or removed.  

"All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to himself through Christ, and has given 

us the ministry of reconciliation."  

2 Corinthians 5:18  

Lombard Mennonite  

Peace Center  

What  Small Group Structured 

 Dialogue Sessions 

When August 11 - 13  

 (various times available) 

Time 90 Minutes Long 

Sign Up   Narthex 

Contact    Church Office 

 (920.922.0425) if you 

 have any questions. 

 

Nursery Schedule  

 

August 7  Katy Johnston 

 

August 14  Jane Devine 

 

August 21  Katy Johnson 

 

August 28  Jane Devine 

Statistically speaking, half of church 

congregations would prefer to meet 

their generosity and pledge goals 

through e-Giving.  

 

Whether attending Sunday services 

in the morning, committee meetings 

in the afternoon or youth groups in 

the evening, the more active you are 

in your church community, the more 

you need convenient, immediate 

ways to give.  

 

Itôs easy to set up an electronic ac-

count, your pledge will be kept up-to-

date, itôs very convenient, your re-

cords will be accurate, and it doesnôt 

cost you anything to begin the proc-

ess. 

 
 Now would be a great time to try     

e-Giving. 

generosity 

noun      gen·er·os·i·ty     \je-nᴅ-῁rª-sᴅ-tǛ\  

tel:%28920%29%20922-0425

