
 

 

  

The celebration will feature a presentation                        
by Leisa, music, Q&A and a reception. 

 “Journey of Hope: Our Ministry  
with the South Sudanese”  

by Leisa Wagstaff  
Mission co-worker in South Sudan since 2013. Previously in Cameroon. 

Serving at the invitation of the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan. 

 
 

 

 

Leisa helps the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan 
(PCOSS) strengthen its educational ministry. 

 

administrators, educators, facilitators of trauma reduction and conflict resolution, mobilizers of parents and 

the school community, and promoters of wholistic development.” – Leisa Wagstaff  
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•  

• 70% of children between the ages of six and seventeen 

have never set foot inside a classroom   

• 25% of the school age population is enrolled in school  

• 90% of teachers are untrained  

The headteachers and teachers are so eager to learn. Coming together for an occasional training is 

such a big highlight for them. It seems they are inspired by just knowing that their school isn’t the only 

one without basic needs such as chalk and teacher salaries. They arrive punctually for trainings, 

despite the culture of lateness, with excitement and heartfelt thanks for being given the opportunity.  

Their evaluation of the trainings has moved beyond an “everything was good” to one of 

empowerment and understanding. They identify their needs that, if met, will help them become 

better school administrators, educators, facilitators of trauma reduction and conflict resolution, 

mobilizers of parents and the school community, and promoters of wholistic development.” – Leisa 

Wagstaff  
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Observations from Leisa -  

“He looked no more than fourteen as he came forward to welcome me with a 
hearty handshake. Assuming he was a primary school pupil (because children 
often enter school at an older age.), I asked about his teacher. The surprise was all 
mine, as he responded, “Hello, Mam. I am the teacher.”. . .Like so many South 
Sudanese youth, he has struggled for the educational level he has attained: 
studying in bits and pieces here and there, needing pens and school fees but 
somehow doing without. . . . Remembering what it was like to yearn for schooling, 
he explained that he wants to “share the little I have with these children who are 
just like me.” At sixteen, he is a teacher as well as a secondary school scholar. 
During the morning hours, he is in the classroom trying to provide the younger 
ones some of the tools for success: basic academics, lots of encouragement, a few 
life skills, boundless faith, and a sense of belonging. Later in the day, he 
transitions from teaching to being taught and is hoping to “sit the exam” for his 
own first secondary school certificate. . . .” 
 
After nearly 30 years working as a co-mission worker in various African countries, 
Leisa currently helps the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan strengthen its 
educational ministry by facilitating the repair and construction of primary schools, 
developing in-service teacher training programs, and nurturing community 
participation in education. Recruitment of child soldiers, childhood marriage and 
gender-based violence are all factors contributing to the problem. Girls comprise 
only one-third of the country’s student population, and the dropout rate for 
female students is among the highest in the world. 
 

 

Letters that Leisa has sent describing her experiences  
in South Sudan can be found here: 

 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/              

missionconnections/leisa-wagstaff/ 
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