
Sixth Wednesday Lenten Service 

April 1st, 2020 

6:30 PM 
Invitation 

Jesus speaks to us saying: 

I am the resurrection and the life. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. 

Forgetting what lies behind, and straining to what lies ahead, 

We press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Hymn The Presbyterian Hymnal #339 Be Thou My Vision 

The Presbyterian Hymnal #339 Be Thou My Vision 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art-- 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Text: 10 10 10 10; ancient Irish; tr. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905; fr. Eleanor Hull’s Poem Book of the Gael, 1912, alt. 

Music: Trad. Irish melody; adapt. fr. The Church Hymnary, 1927. 

Contributors: SLANE 

All rights reserved. First Presbyterian Church FDL OneLicense.net License #A-730666 

Prayer of Invocation 

Almighty God, our Redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your messengers of 

forgiveness and hope. Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may follow your commands and 

proclaim your reign of love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Who is in a position to condemn us? Only Christ; and Jesus was born to show us the way to 

freedom from sin, Jesus taught his disciples and fed those who were hungry, Jesus died for our 

sins. Friends, come, offer your confession knowing that through Christ Jesus we are forgiven. 

 

Prayer of Confession 



Eternal God, our Judge and Redeemer: 

We confess that we have sought to hide from You, for we are aware that we have 

done what is wrong. 

Loving Jesus, Our Lord and Savior: 

We confess that we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves; we have not fed the 

hungry, cared for the sick and lonely, and we have neglected those who are in 

bondage.  We have failed to forgive others as You have forgiven us. 

Holy Spirit, Our Comforter and Inspiration: 

We confess that we have lacked wisdom because we have worried more about 

unimportant things than about those things which are precious.  We have spoken 

words that ought not to have been said, and meditated upon wrongs and hurts that 

only prolong the pain in our hearts. 

Holy God, 

Have mercy upon us. Heal us and forgive our sins. 

 

Declaration of Pardon 

Hear the good news, God sent Jesus into the world, not to condemn the world, but that we 

might be saved from our sins. Hold fast with certainty to the truth that God loves and 

forgives you, and it is Jesus’ joy to share that forgiveness with you today. 

Through Jesus Christ we have been forgiven.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Hymn #579 “Gloria Patri”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
Public Domain 

Glory Be to the Father 

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text. Composer: Henry W. Greatorex (1851) 

 

Reading Matthew 26:36-46 (NRSV) 
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit 

here while I go over there and pray.’ 37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 

and began to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to 

death; remain here, and stay awake with me.’ 39And going a little farther, he threw himself 

on the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not 

what I want but what you want.’ 40Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; 

and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay awake and 

pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.’ 42Again he went away for the second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass 

unless I drink it, your will be done.’ 43Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 

were heavy. 44So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying 

the same words. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping 



and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the 

hands of sinners. 46Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 

 

Meditation    “The Uncertainty of Obedience” 

Hymn  “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” 
Lord, I want to be a Christian 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
In my heart, (In my heart,) in my heart (in my heart,) 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
In my heart, (In my heart,) in my heart (in my heart,) 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more holy 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
In my heart, (In my heart,) in my heart (in my heart,) 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, (In my heart,) in my heart (in my heart,) 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
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Blessing 

 
Announcements: 
Palm Sunday – submit a photo of yourself in Palm Procession, if you are near the building at 
1225 4th streets there will be palms out at the door, as long as they last.  Obviously maintain 
social distancing but send photos to dzorn@fdlpresbyterian.org 
 
For Sunday worship we will be uploading a YouTube video, look for the link on our website 
www.fdlpresbyterian.org  We will also continue to have our Sunday worship podcast for those 
who need audio only.  
 
We will be having a midweek worship service uploaded for next week as well and we are 
planning a virtual Maundy Thursday worship service on Zoom at 7:00 PM on Thursday evening 

http://www.fdlpresbyterian.org/


April 9th, 2020.  Check out our website for details but we are also emailing this information – if 
you would like to be added to our email list email Pastor Jack at 
revjharrison@fdlpresbyterian.org. Or you can reach out to Pastor Jack by going to the staff page 
of our website. 
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